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Data Fields Dictionary 

Field Name Description 
EBIRD_COM_NAME English common name using eBird 

taxonomy. In some cases multiple species 
are pooled during analysis and multiple 
species names are given. 

EBIRD_SCI_NAME Scientific name using eBird taxonomy. 
Genus and species. In some cases 
multiple species are pooled during analysis 
and multiple species names are given. 

PARAMETER Name of the parameter from the 
hierarchical trend model. Includes trend 
parameters, annual abundance indices, 
and abundance scaling factors.  
 
Trend parameters are of two types and 
three time periods.  

1. Ratio trends are percent changes 
per year between two time points, 
using only the two end points 
(Soykan et al. 2016).  

2. Regression trends are percent 
changes per year between two time 
points, using all data between the 
two end points (Rosenberg et al. 
2017).  

 
Parameter names indicate time periods 
where:  

• AllYears includes counts between 
1966 and 2021 

• 1970On includes counts between 
1970 and 2021, and  

• 10Year includes counts between 
2012 and 2021.  

https://www.audubon.org/content/policy-regarding-use-christmas-bird-count-data
https://www.audubon.org/content/policy-regarding-use-christmas-bird-count-data


 
Abundance indices are essentially unitless 
indices representing relative abundance. 
As given, they are relative within a species, 
but not across species. Abundance indices 
reported here can be converted to those 
reported in Soykan et al. (2016) by 
multiplying all indices for a species by the 
AbundanceScalingFactor. After this 
rescaling, abundance indices are relative 
across species. 

STRATUM USACAN includes full survey area in the 
continental USA and Canada. Three letter 
strata represent countries. Two letter strata 
represent US states and Canadian 
provinces. BCRs are from NABCI. 

COUNT_YEAR Count year associated with an abundance 
index. Count year for the winter 2020/2021 
is defined as 2021. 

ESTIMATE_MEDIAN 50th percentile of the posterior distribution 
for a parameter from the hierarchical trend 
model. 

ESTIMATE_LCL 2.5th percentile of the posterior 
distribution for a parameter from the 
hierarchical trend model. 

ESTIMATE_UCL 97.5th percentile of the posterior 
distribution for a parameter from the 
hierarchical trend model. 

ESTIMATE_MEAN Arithmetic mean of the posterior 
distribution for a parameter from the 
hierarchical trend model. 

QUANTILE_050 5th percentile of the posterior distribution 
for a parameter from the hierarchical trend 
model. 

QUANTILE_165 16.5th percentile of the posterior 
distribution for a parameter from the 
hierarchical trend model. 

QUANTILE_835 83.5th percentile of the posterior 
distribution for a parameter from the 
hierarchical trend model. 

QUANTILE_950 95th percentile of the posterior distribution 
for a parameter from the hierarchical trend 
model. 
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